City of Cambridge
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
PLANNING & ZONING
1025 WASHINGTON STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MARYLAND 21613
410-228-1955

Planning and Zoning
Staff Report
July 6, 2021
I.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Project Name:

Travers Electric Storage Building

Applicant/Owner:

Rodney Travers

P & Z Case No.:

PZ 2021-011

Nature of Request:

Concept Plan to Construct a Storage Building

Location of Property: Map 0304, Grid 006, Parcel 3900
Total Acreage:

8,599 SQ FT

Zoning:

DWDD _ General

II.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

Staff recommends approval pending the following

recommendations.
III.

DISCUSSION: This is an application to construct a storage building in the DWDD _
General Zoning District.
This application was heard by the Planning Commission at their June 1st hearing. The
discussion at that hearing entailed the fact that the existing definition of storage needed
to be refined as it currently does not clearly deferent between an outdoor storage yard
and a storage building. So, in conjunction with application there is a proposed text
amendment to provide clarity and allow for a storge building to be permitted in the
DWDD, provided it meets certain criteria. There was additional discussion about the
ownership of the property, as the proposed storage building is on a separate property
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with different ownership. The property has subsequently been transferred to Mr.
Travers.
In the previous report it was indicated that the accompanying documentation that the
building circled in red was the proposed structure. The actual structure was the middle
picture as demonstrated by the new elevations. The property currently has a screening
fence, and the roof and cupola will be the most visible portions of the building.
The City Engineer has no comments at this time; no stormwater facility is required due
to small nature of the project.
STAFF RECOMMENDATION: Staff recommends approval pending the following
recommendations.
1. The approval of this project is dependent on City Council’s approval of the
associated text amendment that differentiates a storge building from a storage
lot.
2. The applicant shall submit a plat to vacate the center lot line and combine the
two lots into one lot.
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City of Cambridge
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
PLANNING & ZONING
1025 WASHINGTON STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MARYLAND 21613
410-228-1955

Planning and Zoning
Staff Report
June 1, 2021
I.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Project Name:

Travers Electric Storage Building

Applicant/Owner:

Rodney Travers

P & Z Case No.:

PZ 2021-011

Nature of Request:

Concept Plan to Construct a Storage Building

Location of Property: Map 0304, Grid 006, Parcel 3900
Total Acreage:

8,599 SQ FT

Zoning:

DWDD _ General

II.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION: See staff discussion section.

III.

DISCUSSION: This is an application to construct a storage building in the DWDD _
General Zoning District.
This site is located in the Form Based Code and there are some site design deviations
such as the building not being located directly adjacent to the street. The building
selected by the applicant will be an appealing building with some architectural
enhancements such as the different color at the base and a copula on top. There will be
no utilities to the building.
This application does warrant some further discussion however, as to our definition of
storage, which is not permitted in any of the Downtown Waterfront Development
Districts. Staff has had some other locations with this use being discussed, staff believes
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that the Commission should revisit the definition. The current definition reads as
follows:
Storage – the keeping, either indoors (including inside a cargo trailer) or outdoors, of
equipment, vehicles, or supplies used in the conduct of a trade, business, or profession.
Storage does not include the overnight parking in residential zones of a single vehicle
weighing no more than 2.5 tons gross vehicle weight which, although used primarily for
business, trade, or professional purposes, also provides daily transportation to and from
work.
Staff believes that there should be a distinction between outside storage and inside
storage. In this case, the storage will be contained within a building. There may also
have a provision that storage should be reviewed by the Zoning Official and/or Planning
Commission and/or Historic Preservation Commission as some locations may be more
conducive to storage than others. The Commission had a recent case of outside storage
on Cedar Street, a primary entrance to the City. There has also been a request for metal
storage containers in the downtown core which is also in the historic district. Some of
the buildings in the downtown are smaller in nature with limited storage. So, while
there is a blanket prohibition of storage, staff believes that there needs to a further
distinction between an outside storage yard, a storge building, storage containers and
discussion about the screening of these facilities, when and where they are permitted.
The City engineer has no comments at this time.
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