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Generally, signs should be compatible with the character of the neighborhood and
complement the character of the structures on or near where they are placed. In evaluating
permit applications for signs, the following guidelines will be used:

m Signs should not conceal architectural detail, clutter the building’s image, or distract
from the unity of the fagade, but rather should complement the overall design.

m Sign materials should complement the materials of the building and the adjacent
buildings. Surface design elements should not detract from or conflict with the
related structure’s age and design.

m The style, ornament, materials, color and texture of the architecture are the dominant
man-made visual elements of the historic streetscape. Signs, awnings and other
visual additions should augment, not compete with, the surrounding architecture.
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m No fagade should be damaged in the application of signs. On masonry buildings,
fasteners must be installed only in mortar joints, not in the masonry itself.

m In addition to meeting the Historic District Guidelines, all signs must conform to the
Cambridge Zoning Code (UDC).

m All signs must meet the requirements of the Maryland Uniform Statewide Building
Code (USBC). Contact the Cambridge Department of Planning and Zoning for
details.

All signs must be approved by the Commission unless specifically exempted by the
Cambridge Unified Development Code (UDC). Any sign that can be seen from the public
right-a-way must be approved by the Commission.

In general, the Commission prefers the following types of exterior signs:

m ) OWLIQV generally mounted flush on the wall of a building.

m  +DQILQI VJQV suspended from a bracket and generally mounted perpendicular
to the face of the building.

m 6\ P ERCRUIFRQ VL] Q a hanging sign which graphically portrays the type of service
of merchandise being offered.

m Signs may advertise only the principal business name. Supplementary advertising
and signs advertising or naming other products or businesses are not allowed.
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m Temporary signs are defined as signs that are not permanently fixed, movable and
displayed for less than 30 days.

The following types of sign treatments are strongly discouraged by the Commission:

m Internally illuminated signs
m Telephone numbers on signs
m Exposed neon tubing

m Flags

Neon and argon signs are not allowed in the Historic District except:

m On buildings constructed after 1923 — when neon was first used in the United
States.

m  On Non-Contributing buildings and buildings constructed outside the range of
historic significance.

m Halo or back-lit signs that use neon or argon as backlight with channeled letters that
are opaque. These signs will be considered on a case-by-case basis.

The bottom of a hanging sign will be a minimum of 8 feet above a public pedestrian
sidewalk and a minimum of 14.6 feet above a parking area or an alley used by vehicles.

Hanging signs may not project more than 4 feet from a building wall or within 1 foot of the
curb line.

Freestanding signs are allowed only on lots with 100 feet of frontage for businesses that
provide drive-in services or parking. Freestanding signs are independent of the building
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and are typically mounted on a post or pole. Such signs can be finished on one or two
sides and are typically made of wood or metal. It is general Commission policy to limit
free-standing signs and to consider them appropriate only for buildings set well back from
the street with no other means of appropriate signage.

Commercial establishments in the Historic District display menus and/or list daily specials
on freestanding menu or “sandwich” board signs. The Commission is cognizant of this
specialized type of signage and prefers that such signs should be designed so that the
menu or other listings are not exposed to the elements and allowed to deteriorate.

Many buildings in the Historic District may house more than one tenant or business, each
of which may need a sign in order to have a visible presence. In such instances, the
Commission prefers to have a sign plan developed to prevent a jumbled appearance with
uncoordinated signs. A sign plan typically specifies the size, type and location of all signs
to be located on the building. Each tenant then makes an individual application for approval
of their own graphics. Once approved by the Commission, a sign plan can remain in force
for a number of years, thus virtually assuring approval of new tenant signs as the retail and
commercial occupancy of building changes. Directories on apartment or non-retail
buildings should be presented as a single sign.

The total sign area on a building may not cover more than 10 percent of the business
portion of the fagade of the building. Signs may not cover more than 10 percent of an
entrance door.

Window signs may not exceed 20 percent of the total window area. All signs on the
exterior, interior and/or intended to be visible from the street through the window are
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subject to this requirement. See Section 8.10 for clarification on the definition of interior
signs.

m Signs should not be attached to a building in a manner that requires the removal of
historic materials. For example, a cornice or frieze should not be removed or altered
to permit the installation of a sign.

m Individual letter signs should be blind-mounted on the front of a building. For
example, letters may be pin-mounted so that the fastening hardware is not visible.

m  On masonry buildings, signs should be anchored through the mortar joints rather
than directly into the masonry unit (e.g. brick) itself.

m Signs should be professionally installed so that the final appearance is neat and
clean.

m  Window signs should not obscure the interior view of a retail establishment.
Windows should not be painted, inappropriately tinted or otherwise made opaque.

m Signs should be designed in styles, materials,
typefaces, colors and lettering that are appropriate and
sympathetic to the historic style of the building. Sign styles or
designs should not postdate the era of the building for which
they are intended. Signs should constructed of traditional
materials or fabricated such that they are indistinguishable
from traditional materials. For example, composite signs that
closely resemble wood may be appropriate.
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m Signs should be as simple as possible and avoid repetition and undue verbiage.
m Signs should be designed to be compatible with the historic building or structure.

m Signs should not detract from the architectural characteristics of historic structures.
Similarly, signs should not overwhelm or obscure the architecture and decorative
features of historic buildings.

m Generally, one sign per business is appropriate.

Any sign erected or installed on the interior of a structure whose prime purpose is to be
viewed from the exterior must be approved by the Commission. If there is no public access
between the sign and the exterior window it will be considered an exterior sign and subject
to the requirements of this section. All signs visible from inside the glass are subject to
review.

In order to properly evaluate the design of a proposed sign, the Commission requires that
an accurate depiction of the design and text of the sign be presented. Sketches that are
not to scale and merely set forth the text of the sign are not acceptable. Applicants should
note that professional designers, as part of their sign services, prepare most signs
approved by the Commission.
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6L1Q$ SSTEDARD & KHNDWV

All applications for Commission consideration and approval of
signs must contain the following information:

&DP EUGI H Y%XVIQHW / LFHQWVH

Proof of a valid business license is required at the time of
application for business owners and contractors, subcontractors,
architects and designers.

SKRWRIWSK RI ( [ MRJ %X1@LQI
Clear photographs of existing and adjacent buildings.

3ow
A plat of the property locating the building and a scaled drawing
showing the elevation of the building with the proposed sign.

6 KDSH
The drawings must accurately portray the shape of the proposed
sign.

* WDSKLFV(design elements, logos, ornamentation)

A drawing must accurately portray the size and typeface of the
lettering, logo etc. as it will appear on the sign. Drawings that
merely use handwriting to portray what the sign will say are not
acceptable.

0 DWUDY

The application must clearly state what the sign materials are; for
example, wood, metal, plastic, etc. It is useful to supply an actual
example of the proposed sign material.

&RBRY/
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The specific colors proposed for the sign must be shown. That
can be done through a color rendering or a drawing of the sign or
by supplying color samples such as paint chips.

,QGLYLIGXDQ' HAMLY/
An accurate drawing of the placement of the letters in proper
proportion on the building is required.

3 OFHP HOWDQG 0 RXQWJ

A drawing and/or photograph depicting the installation of the
proposed sign on the building, noting the dimension and
mounting method.

$ GAMRCDCE HMXIWHP HOWE\ 6LJQ7\ SH

+DQJ QI RU3 LRMFWJ 6 LI QV

The drawing must show the sign and its brackets or method of
mounting to scale. The drawing must accurately depict where on
the building the bracket will be located and the height above the
sidewalk.

) W6 LI QV
The drawing must depict the exact location of the sign on the
building and the method of attachment.

) UHH 6 WQGEQ] 6LJQV

An illustration accurately depicting the placement of the sign
together with a site plan showing the location of the sign are
required. The drawing must include the height of the sign above
the ground. In addition, the drawing must clearly indicate the
design and material of the pole or stanchion to which the sign will
be attached.
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U ,@XP LODWRQ
The type of illumination of a sign must be specified on the
application together with the number of lumens that the lighting wil
emit.
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