City of Cambridge
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS
PLANNING & ZONING
1025 WASHINGTON STREET
CAMBRIDGE, MARYLAND 21613
410-228-1955

Planning and Zoning
Staff Report
July 5, 2022
I.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION:

Project Name:
Applicant/Owner:

Yacht Maintenance
Jesse Lindsay, WBCM, Engineer
George Robertson, IV, Property Owner and Lessee
P & Z Case No.:
PZ 2023-002
Nature of Request: Installation of one 820-ton travel lift
Location of Property: 101 Hayward Street
Total Acreage:
5.2 Acres – Combined total properties consisting of George Robertson
ownership and leased property from CWDI
Zoning:
DWDD - General
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II.

STAFF RECOMMENDATION:

III.

DISCUSSION: The City originally leased this property to Yacht Maintenance in 2015.

Staff recommends that the Planning Commission
approve the preliminary site plan with staff recommendations.

That agreement went through several reiterations transitioning from a short-term lease
of ten months to a long-term lease. In those previous discussions, there were some
minor improvements that the City wanted done when the travel lift was completed. The
property has since changed ownership from the City to CWDI.
This is a process that has been years in the making, and it is finally coming to fruition
with the intent to keep a portion of the City’s harbor a “working” waterfront. This
property is located within the City’s Mixed Use Waterfront Overlay District and within
the City’s Downtown Waterfront Development District. These districts have some
additional conditions/requirements for development. While this proposal is not
constructing a building per se, it is constructing one very large travel lift used to
transport substantial ships to land for service and repair.
This is an application to:
Completely clear the site of hardscape and vegetation;
To demolish the small brick building;
To remove the existing chain link fence along Hayward Street;
To remove the existing storm drain structure and pipe;
To remove the electrical line connection; and
To remove the hydrant.

Existing Conditions
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Existing building to be demolished.
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IV.

DISCUSSION CONTINUED:
As previously mentioned, when this was the City’s property, the City wanted with the
completion of the travel lift installation that the building at the “point” be painted, and
landscape installed in the green space in front of structure. This is the most prominent
feature as you enter the creek and needs some improvements. Staff would extend that
recommendation to the other buildings located on the creek.
Within the Mixed-Use Overlay District there is language about screening and buffering
non-compatible uses. As demonstrated in the picture along Hayward Street and the
picture from the pier, these boats are in need of repair will require screening from
public view.

Pictures of an 820 Ton Travel Lift
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Two
People

This picture really gives you a sense of the scale of this equipment.
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City Engineer:
I have reviewed the site plans for the referenced project and have the following comments:
1. Regarding stormwater management, I have had conversations with the Engineer
regarding possible options for satisfying the requirements of the City’s Stormwater
Management Ordinance. Due to site constraints, they were investigating the possibility
of using off-site mitigation or payment of a fee-in-lieu. Final plans for satisfying the
stormwater requirements still need to be presented and approved.
2. A tidal wetlands license from the Maryland Department of the Environment is required
prior to starting any work beyond the mean high-water line.
I have no objection to the Planning Commission granting preliminary site plan approval.
Planning and Zoning
3. Upon completion of the installation of the travel lift, the applicant shall paint the building
at the “point” and provide landscape plan to be reviewed and approved by staff. These
improvements shall commence no later than 30 days after the installation is completed,
weather permitting. If the lift installation is completed in the winter months, then these
improvements will commence May 1 of that year.
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4. Staff recommends that other buildings be painted as well.
5. When the adjacent properties begin to develop, there shall be screening requirements
pursuant to the Mixed-Use Overlay District for screening non-compatible uses.
Additionally, there may need to be some mitigation/conditions for the noise that will
emanate with some of those repairs. These concerns will be re-evaluated as the
development moves forward.
6. Prior to the removal of the fire hydrant, the applicant will coordinate with the Fire
Department and MUC.
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