ORDINANCE NO. 1263 *AS AMENDED*

AN ORDINANCE OF THE COMMISSIONERS OF CAMBRIDGE, MARYLAND FOR
THE PURPOSES OF AMENDING §§ 1-2 AND 1-15 OF CHAPTER 1 (GENERAL
PROVISIONS) OF THE CODE OF THE CITY OF CAMBRIDGE, MARYLAND
REGARDING TERMS DEFINED IN THE CITY CODE AND THE CITY COUNCIL’S
RULES OF PROCEDURE, RESPECTIVELY, FOR CLARITY, CONSISTENCY WITH
CURRENT PRACTICE, AND FOR MORE EFFICIENT ADMINISTRATION OF THE
CITY GOVERNMENT; PROVIDING THAT THE TITLE OF THIS ORDINANCE
SHALEL BE DEEMED A FAIR SUMMARY AND GENERALLY RELATING TO
GENERAL PROVISIONS OF THE CITY CODE.

WHEREAS, pursuant to Md. Code Ann., Local Gov’t § 5-202 and § 3-27(1) of the Charter of the
City of Cambridge (the “Charter”), the Commissioners of Cambridge are authorized and
empowered to pass all such ordinances not contrary to the Constitution and laws of the State of
Maryland or the Charter as they may deem necessary for the good government of the City of
Cambridge (the “City™); for the protection and preservation of the City's property, rights, and
privileges; for the preservation of peace and good order; to secure persons and property from
danger and destruction; and for the protection and promotion of the health, safety, comfort,
convenience, welfare, and happiness of the residents of the City and visitors thereto and sojourners
therein; and

WHEREAS, in accordance with the foregoing authority, the Commissioners of Cambridge have
adopted a Code of the City of Cambridge, Maryland (the “City Code”), Chapter 1 of which
contains defined terms applicable to the entire City Code as well as Rules of Procedure for the City
Council, consisting of the Mayor and the five Commissioners of Cambridge; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of Cambridge are desirous of amending §§ 1-2 and 1-15 of the
City Code regarding terms defined in the City Code and the City Council’s Rules of Procedure,
respectively, for clarity, consistency with current practice, and for more efficient administration of
the City government; and

WHEREAS, the Commissioners of Cambridge find that the amendments set forth herein are
necessary to promote and protect the public health, safety, and welfare.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Commissioners of Cambridge, that:

SECTION 1. Chapter 1 (General Provisions) of the Code of the City of Cambridge, Maryland is
hereby amended as follows:

* * *

Sec. 1-2, Definitions and rules of construction.



or a particular group of constituents or for other urgent matters as deemed

appropriate by the council members requesting the meeting.

sessions shall be held for the purposes of reviewing forthcomlng c1tv matters,
receiving progress reports on current actions or programs or projects, or receiving

and discussing other information. No formal action shall be taken by the council
during a work session unless advance notice has been provided in the agenda.

(4) Special meetings and work sessions shall be held on an_as-needed basis, to be
scheduled for the third Menday of the month if practicable, and the time therefor
shall be 6:00 p.m., unless otherwise set by the council at least one week prior to the
special meeting or work session. Advance public notice of special meetings and
work sessions, as well as any cancellation or rescheduling thereof, shall be provided

in accordance with the Open Meetings Act.

{S) Whenever a special meeting or work session shall be called as set forth in this
subsection (b), the City Manager or their designee shall, as soon as practicable,
provide notice thereof electronically to all council members and appropriate city

staff, stating the date, place, and time of the meeting and the purpose for which
such meeting is called.

e} Minutes.

(1) Minutes of all regular and special meetings and work sessions shall be kept in
accordance with the Open Meetings Act recorded—Such-minutes-shall-be-maintained
+ﬂ-the-e¥ﬁee-e#tvheeﬁy—elex=k—'13he-nmtes and shall reflect:




a. The date, time and place of the meeting or session;

b. The members recorded as either present or absent;

c. A general description of all matters proposed, discussed or decided; and
d. Record of any votes taken.

(2) Audio or video streaming of any meeting or work session may be substituted for
written minutes if recorded live and archived by the city. In such instance, the city
shall nonetheless endeavor to keep brief written minutes containing the information

set forth in subsection (¢)(1) above.
{3} Approval of minutes, to include closed sessions, efall-but-clesed-meetings-orsessions

shall be considered at the next regular council meeting. It shall not be necessary to read
the minutes prior to approval. Such minutes may be revised by the ¢lerk City Manager
or their designee to correct spelling, numbering, and other such technical defects. Prior
to approval, any council member may, through the presiding officer, request the
privilege of amending or correcting the minutes to accurately reflect the substances of
the prior meeting; provided, however, that the contents of any closed sessions
minutes shall not be discussed in open session. If objection is made by any council
member to such amendment or correction, a majority vote of the council shall be
necessary for adoption of the correction or amendment.

eX(d) Fhepresiding Presiding officer;—FEleetion-and duties.

(1) The presiding officer of the council meetings shall be the mayor. The mayor shall assume
the duties of the presiding officer immediately following his their election and oath of
office as set forth in section 3-21 of the City Charter. In the event of a vacancy in the

office of mavor, or if the mayor is temporarily unable to discharge their duties. the




(2)

)

4

president of the commissioners shall preside over the council meetings as set forth
in sections 3-18 and 3-21A of the City Charter. If the mayor and the president of

the commissioners are both absent, the mayor may appoint another commissioner
to preside over the meeting. If the mayor is unable to appoint another commissioner
to preside over the meeting, the commissioners present at the meeting may appoint a
commissioner among those present to preside over the meeting by a majority vote of
those present. The commissioner so chosen may take part in debate, make motions,
and discharge the duties and powers of the presiding officer. Such substitution shall
not continue beyond adjournment,

The presiding officer shall preserve strict order and decorum at all segalaf—eﬂéspee-tai
meetings—ef—the council meetings and confine council members in debates to the
question under discussion.

The presiding officer shall state every question coming before the council, announce the
decision of the council on all subjects and decide all questions of order, subject, however,
to an appeal to the council, in which event a majority vote of the council shall govern
and conclusively determine such question of order.

Unless otherwise expressly permitted by statute the City Charter or a city ordinance,

the mayor—as—pfeﬂd-mg-eﬁﬁeer- shall vote only in the event of a tie vote of the couneil
commissioners on any questions.

The presiding-efficer mayor shall sign all ordinances and resolutions adopted by the
council during-histherpresence, subject to the mayor’s veto authority for ordinances
set forth in section 3-20 of the City Charter.




) Quorum. A majority of the members of the council shall constitute a quorum and be
necessary for the transaction of business. If a quorum is not present, those in attendance
shall be named and shall adjourn to a later time.

(—H-‘)L.l'

ehamber—s—aﬂd Call to order, order of busmess At the tlme scheduled for the start

of the meeting, the members of the council shall take their chairs, and the presiding
officer shall then call the meeting to order. For work sessions and special meetings,

the business of the council shall be taken up for consideration and disposition as set
forth in the agenda. For regular meetings, the business of the council shall be taken
up for consideration and disposition in the following order:

a. RoH-eall Invocation;

b. Appreval-ef-minutes-of provieus-meeting Approval of agenda;
Committeereports Presentations from approved guests;

o

d. Appeintments Consent agenda, including prior meeting minutes for_council
approval;

e. Unfinished/old-busiress Ordinances and Charter Amendment Resolutions for
first reading;

f.  New-business Ordinances and Charter Amendment Resolutions for second
reading, public hearing, and council action;

g. Approprations Old business;

New business;

i. Adjeurnment Announcement of upcoming city meetings;

i-_ Public comment;

k. City Manager comment and report to the council;

I Council comments;

m. Closed session (if necessary);



n. _Reconvene in open session; and

0. _Adjournment.

H (e) Agenda.

(1)

@)

All reports, communications, ordinances, resolutions, contract documents, or other
matters to be submitted to the council for consideration shall be delivered to the eity

elerk City Manager or their designee on or before 12:00-noon-en-Thursday 8:00 a.m.

on the Monday one week prior to each council meeting, whereupon the eity-elerk City

Manager or their designee shall immediately arrange a list of such matters according
to the order of business set forth in subsection (d)(7) above and furnish each council
member-of-the-ceuneil-the-mayeor; and the city attorney with a copy of the same atleast
48-hours-prior-to-the-council-meeting-and as far in advance of the meeting as time for
preparation will permit but not later than 5:00 p.m. on the Thursday prior to the
meeting.

The-agenda-shall-provide-a-time-when-the-mayor-or During council comments, any
council member may bring before the council any business that he-feels they feel should

be deliberated upon the council. These matters need not be specifically listed on the
agenda, but formal actlon on such matters shall be deferred untll a subsequent councll
meetlng’ o ate mmadinta. n 1 la o fn oL O 0 naarm O hh

counet.
fm) () Rules of debate.
(1) The eounei g presiding

)

3)

C)

officer, if other than the mayor, may move, second and debate from the chair, subject
only to such limitations of debate as are by these rules imposed on all members and shall
not be deprived of any of the rights and privileges of a council-member commissioner
by reason of acting as the presiding officer.

Every council member desiring to speak shall address the ehair presiding officer, and,
upon recognition by the presiding officer, shail be confined himself to the question under

debate, avoiding &H—persenahhes—&nd—mdeeemus any improper language or other lack
of decorum.

A council member, once recognized, shall not be interrupted when speaking unless it is
to be called to order, or as herein otherwise provided. If a council member, while
speaking, be is called to order, they shall cease speaking until the question of order be is
determined, and, if in order, they shall be permitted to proceed.

The counei P i e
a-sese&utqen pres:dmg o_ﬂ' icer shall have the pr1v1lege of closmg the debate




&)

(6)

A motion to reconsider any action taken by the council may be made only on the day
such action was taken. it may be made either immediately during the same session, or at
a recessed or adjourned session thereof. Such motion must be made by one of the
prevailing side; but may be seconded by any gther council members; and may be made
at any time and have precedence over all other motions or while a member has the floor.;
# A motion to reconsider shall be debatable.

Nothing herein shall be construed to prevent any council member ofthe-eouneil from
making or remaking the same or any other motion at a subsequent meeting of the council.

aet-ten— Presentatlons from approved guests Any person desmng to make a gresentatwn

to the council shall first secure the permission of the City Manager, with the order of
presentation being on a first come, first served basis. Requests to make presentations

must be submitted in writing to the City Manager at least two weeks in advance of the
meeting at which they wish to present in order to be placed on the agenda. Unless
otherwise approved by the City Manager or their designee in advance, all presentations

shall be limited to ten minutes or less. Approved presenters shall be placed on the agenda
and will be recognized by the presiding officer without further action.

e} (h) Addressing the council-after-motion-made. Afier-a-motion-is-made-by-the-eouneil Except

as otherwise set forth in these rules, no person shall address the council without first

securing the permission of the presiding officer to do so.

) (i) Manner of addressing the council—Fimelimit Public hearings and public comment,

(1)

2

3)

(4)

Each person addressing the council during any public hearing or public commment
shall step up to the microphone at the podium, shall give his their name, state whether
they are a resident of the city and, if so, the street on which they reside, and-addeess in
an audible tone of voice for the record, and unless further time is warranted, and granted
by the presiding officer, shall limit his their address to 20 three minutes.

All remarks shall be addressed to the council as a body and not to any individual
member thereof.

No person, other than the-mayes; the council and the person having the floor, shall be
permitted to enter into any discussion;eitherdirectly-or througha-member-of-the-couneil;

without the permission of the presiding officer.

No question shall be asked of a council member except through the presiding officer,

and no _council member shall be obligated to respond to any question asked by a
member of the public.




) () Voting.

)

@)

Silence constitutes affirmative vote. Unless a council member of-the-counei states that
they are abstaining from is-net voting, his their silence in failing to respond to a roll
call shall be recorded as an affirmative vote.

Abstentions. If a council member is required to abstain from voting on a matter due to a
conflict of interest, as defined in the City Code, the council member shall state the
reasons on the record for his-er-her their abstention.

& (k) Decorum.

(1)

(2

While the council is in session, the council members must preserve order and decorum,
and a no council member shall neither, by conversation or otherwise, delay or interrupt
the proceedings or the peace of the council or disturb any member while speaking or
refuse to obey the orders of the eeuneil-orits presiding officerrexcept-as-otherwise-herein
provided.

Any person making personal, impertinent, or slanderous remarks or who shall become
boisterous while addressing the council shall be forthwith, by the presiding officer,
barred from further audience before the council at that meeting, unless permission to
continue be granted by a majority vote of the council.

¢y (1) Enforcement of decorum.

(D

2

The chief of police, or such member or members of the police department as they may
designate, shall be sergeant-at-arms of the council meetings. He;-orthey; The sergeant-
at-arms shall carry out all orders and instructions given by the presiding officer for the
purpose of maintaining order and decorum at the council meeting.

Upon instructions of the presiding officer, it shall be the duty of the sergeant-at-arms;-or
sy thempresent; (o p}&ee remove from the meeting any person who vxolates the
orderanddecorum he-meeting-underarrest—and-eause-him

) (m} Members may file protests against council action. Any council member shall have the right
to have the reasons for his their dissent from, or protest against, any action of the council
entered in the minutes.

&) (n) Ordinances, resolutions, motions, and contracts.

0]

All ordinances_and resolutions shall be prepared by the city attorney, assigned a
number, and presented to the council only in printed or typewritten form. No ordinance
or resolution shall be prepared for presentation to the council unless prepared by the
city attorney upon requested-by of a council member or the city manager-of-the
eounetl-the-mayos; or pfepafed—by—ﬂﬁe-eiﬁ'—&&emweﬂ—has on the city attorney’s own




initiative. Ordinances and resolutions shall identify the sponsor(s) and be
accompanied by a brief statement summarizing the same and the background thereof.

(2) All erdirances—resolutions—and contract documents shall, before presentation to the
council, have been approved as to form and legality by the city attorney er-an-authorized
representative; and shall have been examined and approved for administration by the
eleslc/treasurer-or-an-authorized representative city manager or their designee; where

there are substantive matters of city administration involved. All such instruments
documents shall have first been referred to, and reviewed by, the head of the

department under whose jurisdiction the administration of the subject matter of the
erdinanee;resolution-or contract document would develve fall and-be-reviewed-by-said

department—head. The department head's comments shall be returned to the
elerk/treasurer city manager and forwarded to the mayerand council.

{4 No ordinance, resolution, or motion shall relate to more than one subject, which shall be
clearly expressed in its title, and no ordinance or resolution, or section thereof, shall be
amended or repealed unless the new ordinance or resolution references the previous

ordinance or resolution, or section thereof, being contains-the-title-of-the-ordinanee
er-seetion amended or repealed.

g C)]

whm Ordmances and resolutlons shall be

distributed to the council as set forth in subsection (e)(1) above with the exception
of emergency ordinances, which shall be distributed to the council as soon as
practicable prior to the meeting at which the same is to be considered.

6)(5) All ordinances shall have two separate readings, but the second shall never be had
on the same day as the first, with the exception of emergency measures ordinances.

(6) Subiject to the provisions of subsection (n)(7) below, all ordinances shall be subject
to_a public hearing prior to final council action. Unless otherwise required by
applicable law, such as zoning text and map amendments and Charter Amendment
Resolutions, notice of the public hearing shall be posted on the main page of the
city’s website and on any city social media at least two weeks in_advance of the
hearing.




the—ne*t—eﬁﬁeml—meet—mg Notwnthstandmg the provnsnons 0f subsectlon ]n[((i) ab0v
exeept-that appropriation and emergency ordmanccs may be actcd on 1rnmed1ately and

WIthout a pubhc hearlng and-pro

With the exception of emergency ordinances, for which an affirmative vote of at

least four commissioners shall be required in order to pass, An an affirmative vote
of at least a—majority—of -the-members—of-the-couneil three commissioners, or_two
commissioners and the mayor, in the event of a tie vote between the commissioners,

shall be necessary to pass an ordinance or adopt a resolution, including a Charter
Amendment Resolution, uniess any applicable City Code or charter City Charter

provision expressly requires otherwise. a-four-fifths er unanimous-vote;but-aresolution;
A motion or any other proposition may be adepted approved by a majority voting on
the issue.

&5 (9) Subject to the provisions of subsection (d)(5) above, When-passed-by-the-couneil;

an-ordinance all ordinances passed and resolutions adopted by the council shall be
signed by the presiding-effieer mavor and be attested by the eity-elesk City Manager;

and it shall be immediately filed and thereafter preserved m—the—e—f-’ﬁee—ef—the—e&y—elefk
as a public record.

{23 (10) The-mayorand-any-memberofthe Any council member may request written legal

opinions, whether verbal or written, relating to city business legal matters; from the
city attorney.

66} (0) Adjournment. A motion to adjourn shall always be in order and decided without debate.

&9 (p) Suspension and amendment of these rules.



In the construction of this Code and of all other ordinances of the city, the following rules
shall be observed, unless such construction would be inconsistent with the manifest intent of the
council:

Commissioners. The word "commissioners" means the five Commissioners beard—of
eommissioners of the City of Cambridge.

* * *

Council. The words "the council” or "the city council” mean the Mayor and the five
Commissioners beard-of-commissieners of the City of Cambridge. References to “the council”

or “the city council” shall not be construed to grant the Mayor a right to vote in a manner
inconsistent with the provisions of the Charter.

* * *

Gender. Words imperting lmparting the masculine gender shall include the feminine and
neuter.

* *® *
Sec. 1-15. Rules and procedures for the conduct of council meetings.

(a) Meetings generally; Regwlar regular meetings.
(1)

council meetings, including regular meetings, work sessions, and special meetings,

shall be open to the public, unless closed pursuant to the authority set forth in the
Marvyland Open Meetings Act, codified as Title 3 of the General Provisions Article
of the Annotated Code of Maryland, as amended from time to time (hereinafter,
the “Open Meetings Act™).

(2) The ety council shall hold regular meetings on the second and fourth Monday evenings
of each month at 6:00 p.m., provided, however, that when the day fixed for any regular
meeting of the council falls upon a day designated by law as a legal or national holiday,
or when other circumstances so warrant, such as inclement weather, such meeting
shall be canceled; or rescheduled, including to a different time on the day fixed for

the meetmg pa%saa&t—te—subsee&en—é)—lmem—be]ew Weﬂc—sessaens—&nd—publ-te—heaﬁngs

}eas%-one—week—pﬁer—te—the—wesk—sessmn- Advance public notice of canceled and



(b)

3)

)

&)

(6)

M

rescheduled meetings shall be provided as soon as practicable under the

circumstances and shall be posted on the city’s website and sent to the local news

media.

deeket—emagenda— Closed sessions sha shall be held prior to the regular meetmg. work

session, or special meeting, as the case_may be; provided, however, that if any
unfinished business remains at the time that the regular meeting, work session, or
special meeting is scheduled to commence, then the council may adjourn the closed
session_and later reconvene in closed session at the conclusion of the regular

meeting, work session, or special meetmg_genda Nothing herein shall be construed

to_prohibit the council from meeting in closed session at any other time, tot the
extent permitted under the Open Meetings Act.

Any meeting of the council may be adjeurned continued to a later date and time,
provided that no adjeurnment such continuation shall be for a longer period than until
the next regular meeting,.

Except as may be otherwise specified in the meeting notice or agenda, AH all regular
council meetings of the-eouneil shall be held in the council chambers of the city.

The council may, by reselution-er motion approved by three council members at a

council meeting, when necessary, change the time and place of thereguler an upcoming
scheduled meeting. The reselutien—er motion shall set forth the circumstances
necessitating such change.

. . EODE called-executive-sessions-as-vermitted ata la ular All
meetmgs of the ety council other than closed sessions shall be open to thc medla~ and
freely subject to recording by radio, television, and photography at any time, prov1ded
that such arrengements recording does not interfere with the orderly conduct of the

meetings-urdersuehrules-as-the counecil-maypreseribe.

Special meetings; work sessions.

2

erlerd ori-theirepitionsthe-publie- business-may require '.Thecouncllmay3
by motion approved bx three councll members at a councll meeting, or upon the

approval of three council members, given separately to the City Manager or their
designee, schedule a special meeting or work session whenever the public business
may so require.

Special meetings shall include; butnet-be limited-to; meetingsregarding be held for the

purposes of conducting urgent business that must be addressed prior to the next
regular meeting, to consider projects or events concerning a particular ward of the city;




(1) Any provision of these rules not governed by the City Charter or City Code may be
temporarily suspended by a vote of a majority of the council. The vote on any such
suspension shall be taken by yeses and noes and entered upon the record.

(2) These rules may be amended, or new rules adopted, by ordinance passed by the council
in accordance with this section by—a—majeﬂt:y—wate—etlﬂae—membe;s—e{;ehe—eeuneﬁ-

I . 4] . .

SECTION 2. The recitals to this Ordinance are incorporated herein and deemed a substantive
part of this Ordinance.

SECTION 3. In this Ordinance, unless a section of the City Code is expressly repealed in its
entirety and reenacted, new or added language is underlined and in boldface type, and deleted text
is crossed out with a single strikethrough. With respect to the substantive provisions of this
Ordinance set forth in Section 1, language added after the date of introduction is in bold, italicized
font and language deleted after the date of introduction is crossed out with a double strikethrough.

SECTION 4. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion of this Ordinance is
for any reason held invalid or unconstitutional by any court or competent jurisdiction, such portion
shall be deemed a separate, distinct, and independent provision and such holding shall not affect
the validity of the remaining portions of this Ordinance, it being the intent of the Commissioners
of Cambridge that this Ordinance shall stand, notwithstanding the invalidity of any section,
subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or portion hereof.

SECTION S. All ordinances or parts of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions of this
Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of such inconsistency.

SECTION 6. The title of this Ordinance, or a condensed version thereof, shall be deemed to be,
and is, a fair summary of this Ordinance for publication and all other purposes.

AND BE IT FURTHER enacted and ordained that this Ordinance shall become effective
immediately upon passage.

ATTEST: _____THE COMMISSIONERS OF CAMBRIDGE

I{Wﬂ” Cephm g “?{22 EST)

Lajan Cephas Bey {Feb 112026 07:1

ﬁlemn Stgtkman, III, City Manager Lajan Cephas Bey, Mayor

Introduced the 12" day of January, 2026
Passed *AS AMENDED* the 9 day of February, 2026
Effective the 9t day of February, 2026



